
Immaculate Conception (Dec ember 8th) 

Today we celebrate that Mary was chosen to be the woman through whom would 

come the answer to the great calamity that we hear of in the reading from 

Genesis 3. We became alienated from God and from one other. In effect we chose 

to go our own way, to pursue what seemed right to us rather than the will of God. 

For instance, fellow human beings become objects to satisfy our own ends rather 

than our brothers and sisters. In the biblical account, the disaster of Adam and 

Eve’s choice is followed in the next generation by the first murder, that of Abel by 

his brother Cain. 

In God’s plan, Mary is chosen, destined to be the mother of the Savior of the 

World, to lead us out of this great catastrophe. Today we celebrate that in God’s 

plan He saved her at the moment of her conception to become the person able to 

love the Son of God as He needed to be. When the angel Gabriel greets her, he 

calls her “full of grace” or perhaps “one who had been completely filled with 

grace”. That is what we celebrate today. But although Mary was destined for this, 

God’s choice did not foreclose her choice. Mary said “yes”. 

Did you happen to notice in the second reading tonight that St. Paul refers to 

regular believers like us as “destined for adoption”, “chosen before all time”? Do 

you consider yourself chosen by God, called to be brothers and sisters, called to 

become holy men and women, existing “for the praise of his glory”? What that 

means is that God has a plan for your life as He did for Mary. And like Mary, he 

gives you a choice to agree with His plan to live as his child or to refuse. Perhaps 

there is something you have been withholding from God, some part of His plan of 

holiness that you are afraid to offer. Today is the day for us to say “yes” to God, 

with Mary.      

     


